5 
d, 


s = * M 0 N 


Do "T AK * H 


OF 


Mrs. ANNA- MARIA POOLE, 
Aged Fiery; 


Ju. NICHOLAS POOLE Jun. | 


Aged TwEeNnTyY- 81 R 3 
Mrs. MARTHA POOLE, 
Aged TwENTY-oONE; 

and - 
Maſter LIONEL POOLE, 
An INFANT; 0 
Who all Died in the Space of FIVE Dars. 5 
PREACHED AT - 
Tut 0% D: 1 E NI. 


OCTOBER 27. 1771. V 
By NATHANIEL WHITE. } 


LONDON: 
Printed for JAuEs BUcEK TAN p, at Ne 57. in 
Pater- noſter Row. 


v * 


* . * - 4 PR” t * 7 * 4 2 _ x = 72 
1 + * * x * 4 h f. - \ y " 22 — — 
; , none I ITS 28 4 Go te "SA 01> xt RS. andy Pr iny "FAS 
i - * i * * — . _ = Arn. „ N 


[ Price Six-pence. ] 


BY * 


1 


2828 


o 
* 
# 
% 
, 3 I * 
= Th 
. 
' 
- 
6&1 
6 
” . 
is.” 
* 
* 
_ bo 
** * Fs 
* * 
- 


2 2 


1 = 4 . hy 
; oy } * OE, IS Os . 

78,4 N 3 

Fa.” SP) 


* k x FE @ * 4 2 * 0 » N + m my 
* 
- 
# 
47m 
* 
* 
* 1 : 
* : 
* 
— 
* 
0 . 
. * k 
4 by 
* 
: $ 
ö * 
: 4 . 5 
* 
" 
* 
4 4 | 
Ay — 5 / 
” 2 + 
by. Po 1 
4 . . 
* * 18 
* 7 « * es . {a 4 * 
4 * . 1 
44, ADS 4 
TY. 4a es 7 | 
IE #*. — » 
7 "2. « @ 
% 
* * Y 
, * 
; Ts 
a - 
— ; | 
4 i 5 
* 
* w 
. , 
* * 1 | 
1 
* 6 
= * : | | 
" 5 » 
* 
1 ; | 
* 4 f ; 
, . 
* 
£ _ : - 5 - | 
2 f i 4 n 5, A - * * : 1 
6 neee ; * = | 


— 


* 


FR 
BY, - 
k 
& - 
/ 
* 
* 
— 
L 
4 " — N A 
* 
2 * 
7 — 
— o 3 * F&3 
- 


BED. 


1 „ x 1 oy * : 
* * 5 FX \ .. 0 * * Oo 
2 * 2 5 — eg. . « 1 * > 5 3 8 1 
K — e 1 — £ 4 : * *%; 1 . 
„V / uy: oe eh - KY 
+; el * 2 ** o her bl by & 4 J » os % 4 = 
. * — K 1 * * * . 1 * 4 1 0 85 . ” 5 1 » 4 
F * * 5 8 5 
b i TOR 5 8 — 
' % ' . : 0 * *\ * 
* 


HE Author of this plain Diſ- 
courſe, written without any view 
of publication, and now printed at the 
defire of ſome friends whom it is bis 
duty and pleaſure to oblige, intreats 
that candor in the peruſal which is 
_ #ſually allow'd on ſuch occaſions; and 
hopes the very awful event with which 
it is connefgd, will produce a ſeriouſ- | 
neſs in every Reader, tending to im- 


preſs the ſentiments more deeply * 
_ the heart. 
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The 1 5 gave, and the Lord bath, 


talen away : bleſſed be the Name 
855 _ Lord. 


N the mention of theſe words, 0 
thoughts will be immediately led to 
that affecting diſpenſation of Divine Provi- 
dence which has ſo lately paſſed before our 
eyes. The report of it has already touched 
the hearts of multitudes who had no other 
connexion with it than the common tyes of 


humanity, and the common intereſt of dying 
creatures. I am perſuaded that you, my 
brethren, have not been indifferent to the 
ſeene. I truſt none of you are entirely deſti- 
tute of that ſerious impreſſion, and Chriſtian 
ſympathy, which ſuch an event is formed to 
inſpire; and that your ſpirits, made tender 
and ſuſceptible by what you have already 
A want not to be rouſed into ſenſibility, : 

$3144 Ka 3 but. 
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harmonious, happy and deſirable family. 


us; though our galamities ſhould reſemble, 
and. e even. equal Job's, could we hut pro- 


ſarvivors, . the worthy remains of a moſt 


On ſuch an cxcaſion It is, alas ! — too 


55 natural to reflect on the great and repeated 


ſhocks which, by meſſenger after meſſenger, a 
pious Job received; and I hope it will not 
be thought unnatural to have recburſe to 
thoſe admirable ſentiments of deyotion and 


ſubmiſſion which he utter d, as what we 
may earneſtly wiſh to feel ourſelves hen 
over God ſhall ordain us to drink of the 


cup af a 


Aictio! „and ardently pray that our 
friends may experience, in. all the. fulueſs of 


their ſupport and comfort, now that the 


hand of God e * : . 


them. £4.06 442424 b 


Happy, indeed, 5 it be ith * of 


tionably reſemble hin in meck ſuhmiſ- 
3 and. patient reſignation ta the unetring 


ogg unſearchable will.of Heaven. And 


zould I think myſelf, if in this ten 


der connexian, Lmight in the leaſt. degree 
. the WIE cd friends, and-alle- 


« 74 


A viate 


formed not only that his ſubſtance was 
periſhed, but that his children were cut off, 
that the tranſporting voice of offspring-would 
be heard by him no more, that they were 
ſurpriſed in the unguarded hour of focial 


* ſufferer. ne ; 4 3bs — 
W beg Job found himſelf ripped at once 


«< all. his vaſt poſſeſſſons; when he was d 
fallen from the ſammit: of affluence and 


proſperity into the deepeſt abyſs of adverſity 
and ruin; when the ſweet union of domeſtic 
harmony and happineſs was broken, and all 
its endearments vaniſhed as a dream ; when 
the gay hopes which warm and expand a 


parent's heart were chang'd for terror, an- 


guiſh and "deſpair; when be had been "in- 


feſtivity and joy, overwhelmed with one 


ruin, and mingled in one grave; the good 


man, we are told, aroſe, perhaps from the 
earth on Which he had proſtrated himſelf 
under the weight of his former troubles; 
he rent his mantle, the uſual- expreſſion of 
deep and heart- rending diſtreſs; he ſhaved 


his head, cut off the ornaments, the uſeleſs 
amen which had ene his venerable 


A 4 brows; 


heir ſorca yo,, by ſuggeſting any hints 
oe 0 the nne a dr of this 
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brows; and then fell down upon ths OT 
not in the ſtupor of affliction, but in an im- 


mediate act of homage to the all- preſiding 


Deity; he fell down and worſhipped the 
Sovereign of the univerſe in language ex- 


actly adapted to his real condition. Naked 
came I into the world, and naked muſt I go 
out of it, the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 


taken away ; ble N be the name Yo the 


Tord. 


What an illuſtrious r ſine + an 
ars of ſuffering virtue! how was he 


_ exalted by his fall, and when indeed naked 


of all his 'comforts, how was he adorned 


with every grace! We have heard of the 
patience of Job, and have ſeen the end of 
the Lord; may we imbibe his excellent ſpi- 


rit, and be what we behold. From what 
oor been Aude _— may — 


FIRST, That Job batook bimſelf to God 
4130 his afflictions, and ſought r 4 
in creatures, but in the Creato. 

To acquaint ourſelves with God that we 


may be at peace, and thereby good may 


come Unto us, is, I acknowledge, a duty 


by no means to be confin'd to a time of 
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ſtate of eſtrangement from him, are ready 
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affliction, it is indeed the great bufineſt of 
the religious life, and ſhould run through 
all our days of health, eaſe, and proſperity; 
yet there ſeems to be ſomething of a pecu- 
Har ſuitableneſs in this duty, and neceſlity 


for it in a ſeaſon of adverſity and trouble. 


When men are in heavineſs, they are in- 


duced, and ſometimes even obliged to think 


upon God. Thoſe who have lived in a 


to fly to him in ſuch circumſtances, as the 
people of Iſrael did. When he flew them, 


then they ſought him, and enquired early 
after God. At ſuch a time, if at any, a man 


will look to his Maker, and his eyes will 


have reſpect to the Holy One of Iſrael. 


But with how much greater ſatisfaction and 
confidence may- thoſe addreſs him when 
afflicted, who have been habituated in 
brighter ſeaſons to maintain a grateful and 

dutiful intercourſe with him? Such will find 
God a preſent help in time of trouble; he 
will know their fouls in adverſity; in the 
multitude of their thoughts within them 
his comforts will delight their ſouls : fo 
that perſons of this character, like holy Job, 


will not be tempted t@ ſeek that ſupport 


iu from 


ample amitated; gull oe any pal 
whelmed, may we be led to the rock which, 
in we; form this pious reſoln · 


tans come and let us return unto. the Lord, Ty 
for he. bath torn, and he will heal us, he hath 


broken and be will, bind us up- While, 
gthers; truſt to, an arm of fleſh, apf lean, 
upon a broken reed, may. we make the Molt 
High, our habitation; for the Lord 4s. the 


refuge of the oppreſſed, a refuge in times 


of trouble, and thoſe who know his name. 
mill truſt in him. 
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Sxeonplr, Job ja" his devout ace 


knowlegement to God for former mercies, 


notwithſtanding the weight of = n 
85 wials. The Lord gave. 
And ſurely it was a mark of a great * 


natile mind, that in this total wreck of all 


his carthly comforts he could feel an affec- 
tionate ſenſe of divine obligations. Inſtead 
of being entirely poſſeſſed with the loſs and 


ruin. he had ſuſtained, he finds leiſure and 


calmneſs to reflect upon the bleſſings he 
* ** and the indulgent band which 


ſubſtance, my affluence, my diſtinction and 


i 1 7 
A hf. Out ör the depths ; 
of his afMfii&tion he looks up to God, and al 
beholds him as the Father of. lights from 
whom every good gift and every perfec 
gift cometh. The Lord gave. As if he had 
faid, he gave me my life, my faculties,” my 


rank in the world, my children and my 


| comforts. of every kind; for what had E 


that I did not thus receive? Ye Lord gaves 
7 A. Theſe various bleflings were beſtowed 
moſt freely upon me, not as what I could 
claim, but as the donations of his diſin- 
tereſted unmerited goodneſs. The Lord gave; 


1. e. gave with a liberal, bounteous, un 


ſparing hand, the living God gave me all 
things richly to enjoy. Now theſe are ſen- 
timents' which we ſhould all indulge in 


every ſeene of life : for to a pious mind, it 


is at all times pleaſing to behold our com- 


forts flowing from God, to trace up their 
various ſtrearns to the fountain of his benip- 
nity ; and this is a moſt peculiar ſupport 
and relief in affliction. 

But alas! this great truth, the Lord gave, 
is too frequently overlooked by mankind. 


With the A. — they are * 


121 
| Wan By the ſtrength of my hand have x 
obtained this, and by my wiſdom, for 1 
am prudent. They ſecretly aſcribe their 
proſperity to their own capacities and ap- 
plication, without duly regarding the in- 
fluence of Heaven. They facrifice to their 
on net. and burn incenſe to their own 
Even in the leiſure which profperity: 
ge; and while they are actually taſting 
2 s various bounty, they neglect the ſource 
whence all j is derived, and need ſuch | 
tion: as the people of Iſrael received, 
to-beware leſt when they were proſperous 
and happy in Canaan they ſhould forget the 
Lord, and ſay in their hearts, My power 
and the might of my hand hath gotten me 
this wealth. 3 
Pious Job, we ſee, not ER in his proſpe- 
rity, but amidſt the ſhock of an overwhelm-. 
ing affliction, . could cheriſh the generous 
emotions of gratitude, and devoutly adore. 
a giving God. It is our duty and will be 
our felicity herein to n him. 


| \Turpory,: He wk owns the ageney 
of the Almighty in what he. now . i 
* Lord hath taken aways. _ n : 


1 13 1 

- This being the principal branch of the 
fubjeR, and what on this ſad occaſion we 
are more immediately concerned in, I muſt 
beg leave particularly to inſiſt upon it. | 

Now, my brethren, in this mixed ſtate, 
where God hath ſet proſperity and adver- 
fity over. againſt each other, where indul- 
gencies and diſappointments, comforts and 
croſſes, are the lot of all, where we muſt 
expect to find God not only beſtowing but 
reſuming, - where we ſhall have reaſon to 
fing of judgment and of mercy; it is of 
great importance that we accuſtom ourſelves 
to obſerve and acknowledge his Providence; 
not only in our proſperous but in our m 
flicted circumſtances. 54 

It is plain that Job beheld the Almighty 
as equally concerned in the very different 
ſcenes thro' which he had paſſed: for be- 
ſides what he ſays on this occaſion in the 
text, in another place he reaſons thus: Shall 
we receive good at the hand of the Lord, and 
ſhall we not receive evil? He had, indeed, 
learned to look beyond creatures up to the 
Supreme Diſpoſer of all human events : for 
though the Chaldeans and Sabeans had 
ſtripped him of his ſubſtance and ſlain his 


ſervants, 


7 — * 
A "IF 


1 5 | 
ſenyants, he didi not aſerihe the ruin of this 
eircummſtanceg to them, nor does he charge 
me wind from the. wilderneſs. with the de- 
ſtructian of his children, but ſays, The Lord 
both taken away. And, certainly, we ſhall 
neyer be prepar'd to ſuſtain the ſhock of af- 
fliction, till our minds are brought to a 
ſetiled perſuaſion of God s over- ruling agency 
in the moſt diſtreſſing affairs of this world; 
we ſhall never habitually think all things 
right, till with this good man we can trace 
ous up to God. 
Léet it, therefore, be obſerv'd, that what | 
ever influence ſecond cauſes may have in 
producin 8 the troubles we meet with below, 
theſe are in ſome meaſure to be overlook d, 
and the great Firſt Cauſe acknowledged. 
One of the moſt ſatisfying and comforting 
views we can form of this world, is, that it 
is continually under the divine ſuperinten- 
dency, that there is no good which he doth 
not produce, no natural evil which he doth 
not appoint and infli& : indeed, if we think 
conſiſtently upon this ſubject, we cannot 
ſuppoſe God the author of natural good, 
without making him alſo the author of na- 
tural evil: for how ſtrange would it be to 
| fay, 


—ę——— — —— — —ñ—ä— — 


he hath nothing to do with pain or poverty. 
This would really be placing ourſelves 


 fay; that his provi 


no coheern in death; E Health fprings 


from his gboanels, but that ficknefs is ex- 


cluded from his influence; that all our caſe 
and affluehce are his appointments, bur that 


under the direction of two different and op- 
poſite agents, one the ſource of all our joy, 


and the other of all our forrow ; ; and thus 


we might expect to be happy or miſerable, 
as in their continual ſtruggle, the good or 


t e evil principle ſhould chance to prevail. 


Ax vain philoſophy, or an unlettered dark- 
neſs, might dictate and admit ſuch un- 


worthy, ſentiments ; men in ſuch circum- 


ances might imagine, that ſo much ap- 


parent good and evil could never proceed 


from one cauſe, But, my brethren, if we 


acknowledge only one God, if we aſcribe 
the government of the world to one ſupreme 


agent, and conſider it as directed by one 


uniform harmonious plan; it will then be 


evident that evil as well as good muſt be his 


production. And if we follow the light of 


ſcripture, we ſhall never depart from the 
idea of One Author, and One Governor of the 


5 : univerſe, 
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REVIPY os ſhall onnelty e ne 
Phat we denominate good and evil: for there 
we are taught, that as in the material world 
the ſame God forms the light and creates 
darkneſs, ſo amongſt intelligent creatures, 
he makes peace and creates evil, he the Lord 
doth all theſe things. What more poſitive 
proof can the ſcripture give, that there is but 
one ſupreme Agent to whom. all events are 
to be aſcrib'd than is contained in the fol- 
| lowing declaration, —lI am he and there is no 
God with me; I kill and I make alive, I 
wound and I heal, neither is there any that 
can deliver out of my hand. So that with 
reſpect to the variety of ſufferings to which 
we are here expoſed, we may lay it down 
as an eſtabliſhed principle, that there is no 
evil in the City, or deſolation in the Family, 
and the Lord hath not done it. Affliction 
cometh not out of the duſt, neither doth 
trouble ſpring forth of the ground. Thou, 
faith the Pſalmiſt, haſt ſhewed. me great and 
fore troubles. Thou turneſt man to de- 
ſtruction. Thou changeſt his countenance 
and ſendeſt him away. When thou with 
rebukes doſt correct man for iniquity, thou 
makeſt his beauty to conſume away like a 
J 5 | moth. 


H ! 


e It is common with pidus perſons to 
make theſe acknowledgments; thus when 


Naomi related the devaſtation made upon her 
family, ſhe Tays, the Almighty hath dealt 


very bitterly with me; I went out full, and 


the Lord hath brought me home again 
empty; the Lord hath teſtified againſt me, 
and the Almighty hath afflicted me. In 
ſhort, if a ſparrow falleth not to the ground 
without our heavenly Father, and the hairs of 


our head are numbered, then, ſurely, what 


concerns the life of man, and more particu- 


larly the removal of a worthy and pious 


family out of our world, muſt be an event 
under God's immediate direction and ap- 
P | 5 
But, my brethren, Bade it is eadier to ac- 

knowledge the divine agency in our ſuf- 
ferings than to bring the ſoul to an humble, 
dutiful, quiet ſubmiſſion to his diſpenſations, 
I ſhall beg leave under this branch of the 
ſubject particularly to ſhew, that theſe pain= 
ful events are not only the reſult of that 
ſovereign authority which God holds over 


all creatures, but are directed by his moſt 


perfect wiſdom, rectitude and goodneſs. 


B 1.) The 


N 
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N The Lord who hith taken away "= 
Gib e is the ſupreme Creator and Gover- 


nor of the univerſe, and on chat account 


his creatures. 


all; he doth what he pleaſeth in the armies 


of heaven, and amongſt all the inhabitants 
of the earth, none having a right to queſ- 
tion his procedure or to ſay unto him, what 


doſt thou? All nations before him are as 


nothing, and they are counted to him leſs 
than nothing and vanity. As the clay in 
the hand of the potter, ſo are we and all 
our intereſts in his hands, to form and 
N them as he pleaſeth. Our times 


are in his hands. In his hand our breath 
is, and his are all our ways. The number 
of our months is with him; he hath ap- 


pointed bounds which we cannot paſs. He 
is the ſupreme arbiter of life and death, 
who alone has a right to determine when 
his creatures are to be introduced into the 
world, and when they are to be diſmiſſed 


from it. But though all mankind are in 
ſuch a ſtate of abſolute dependence upon 
. 7» We 


worthy to be obeyed : and ſubmitted to e all 


The Lord hath Med His turone in 
the heavens, and his kingdom ruleth over 


* 
ov 
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Ke 
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the Deitys, that there is no neceſſity for hin 


to give any account of his matters; or ex- 


plain to us the reaſons of his conduct: yet 
he hath deigried to treat us as intelligent 
creatures, and to give us ſufficient evidence 
that he gives and takes away; and in all re- 
ſpects governs us, not in an arbitraty manner, 
but invariably on the principles of wiſdom, 
rectitude and goodneſt and therefore, wel 75 


4 
. 


1 A 0 of His infinite Aida 


| ſhould engage us, with every becoming 


emotion of mind to ſay, the Lord bath 
a taken away. 

What conſummate wiſdom do we behold, 
my brethren, in the ſtructure of the univerſe; 
in the general plan of the whole, and in the 
exquiſite formation of every particular part ? 
What reaſon have we to adopt with venera- 
tion and delight the language of the Pſalmiſt, 
how manifold are thy works O Lord, in 
wiſdom thou haſt made them all! He hath, 
eſtabliſhed the earth by his wiſdom, and 
ſtretched out the heavens by his diſcretion. 
He is excellent in counſel as well as mighty, 
in working; and every view we can form of 
creation and providence may induce uns to 


B 2 — 


ts 1 


fay, 0 the depth of the riches both of the 
8 witdoth and knowledge of God! 


Now ſhall the agency of divine wiſdom 
| bs” ſeen and acknowledged in all other | 


effects? Shall we venerate and adore it, as 


It prevails in every part of nature? and ſhall 
we diſpute or doubt it when it comes home 


to the management of our own affairs? Shall 


it be perfect and conſummate through the 


whole univerſe? and ſhall it err when we 

are the ſubjects of its determinations ? You 

ſee, my brethren, if the divine government 
be admitted as before explained, that we 


are reduced to this alternative, either to de- 


ny that God is infinitely wiſe, or to own 
that our afflictions are the reſult of infinite 


wiſdom, and therefore, that they could not 


be other than they have been, without real 


detriment to ourſelves or others. The time, 


the manner and all the circumſtances of his 


moſt painful diſpenſations, are adjuſted by 
the ſame unſearchable wiſdom which ſhines 
through his whole unbounded empire; and 


what more can any reaſonable, humble, 


dutiful creature defire ? ? 
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3.) All our afflictions are the effects of 
God's perfect rectitude; they ſpring from his 


love of virtue and holineſs, and his concern 


to promote them through all the extent of 
his rational dominion; a conſideration 
which ſhould teach us, with the true ſpirit 


of ſubmiſſion, to ſay, The Lord hath ala 
away. 


Whatever we may imagine, cans is no. 
event takes place but with an intention 
to make his creatures better, to carry on the 


. nobleſt purpoſes of his moral adminiſtration, 
and render intelligent beings partakers of 
his holineſs. Imperfe& creatures, ſuch as 


men are, , may correct their offspring. for 
their own pleaſure, to give vent to a ſudden 


and irregular emotion of the mind ; but the 


Almighty, who is unchangeably happy in 


himſelf, and infinitely removed from all 


imperfection, corrects his children only for 
their profit: if, therefore, We have given 
earthly parents reverence, We ought much 
rather to be in ſubjection to the Father of 


ſpirits and live. Moral excellence is the 
higheſt glory and felicity of our natures; be 


the preſent aſpect of things, therefore, what 


it will, we ſhall have eternal reaſon to re- 


B 3 Jjoice 
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* joics-in every event hitch in the leaſt de- 


gree advances pur ptogteſs in virtue.” Now, 
lere is no truth more obvious from reaſon 


and revelation, than that afflictions are a 
part of chat plan of moral difeipline, by 


which God intends to improve our conform 
-Ry to his own chatacter, and: obedience to 


his will, The trial of our faith worketh | 


patience, experience, hope and love. It is 
if need be that we are in heavinefs. $ 
- good for us to be afflicted that we may learn 
his ſtatutes. The ſervant of God hath, 


therefore, in the greateſt troubles which 


can befal him, reaſon to ſay, 1 know O Lord 
that thy judgments are right, and that in 
faithfulneſs thou haſt afflicted me. If then 
we firmly believe theſe declarations, and ap- 
ply them to our own caſe and circumſtances, 
we ſhall not eyen with to have any thing al- 
tered which the infinite wiſdom and recti- 
tude of the Deity hath been pleaſed to or- 
dain. We ſhall be ſtill and know that he i is 


God. Shall adore him who is righteous i in 


all his ways and holy in all his works, ſay- 


ing, marvellous are thy works, Lord God 


Almighty; juſt and true are thy Ways, thou 
King of Saints! 


Loftly, 
: 


! It is 
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Laſtly, Our afflictions fpriog from the in- 
Bit goodneſs and love of God, which 
| ſhould aboye every thing compoſe.the mind, 
and reconcile it to the eee * 
Lerd hath taken away. 

The perfect 200dneſs_ of * Deity, 
prompts him to ſeek the happineſs: of his 
creatures, eſpecially of thoſe who fear and 
| ſerve him, by every diſpenſation of his pro- 
vidence; and particularly by ſuch awful 
events as thoſe we have now more imme- 

diately in our view. It is an inſtance of his 
goodneſs that he appoints men, eſpecially | 
good men, to die. Precious in the ſight of 
the Lord is the death of his Saints. He 
takes them away from this ſinful, vain, diſ- 
appointing and afflicted world, that he may 
exalt and reward them, and place them nearer 
to himſelf. The grand deſign of their crea- 
tion was, by the diſcipline of this Rate, to 
train them to the exerciſe of ſuch virtues as 
might fit them for a better, and then to re- 
move them to that perfect world, as ſoon as 
the higheſt purpoſes of their preſent exiſt- 
ence were anſwered. Now ſurely we muſt 
leave it to his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs 
to determine when that appointed period is 
4 'B 4 arrived, 
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tion guide us, the pleaſure or the good we 
might have received from the lengthened 
lives of thoſe we loved: but if we ſpeak 


thus, we darken counſel by words without 
knowlege: forif i itis an eſtabliſhed truth, that 
the removal of pious perſons from our 
world is an event under the divine cogni- 


zance, and takes place in that time and 
manner that infinite wiſdom, rectitude and 


goodneſs knows to be beſt (and if this be 
not true the world is no longer under the 


government of God) then, we could not 


| wiſh for the continuance of the lives of thoſe 
whom God hath ſeen good to call away, 
without wiſhing ſome real, though unſeen, 


injury to ourſelves or them ; indeed without 
wiſhing that the counſels of eternal wiſ- 
dom, holineſs and mercy were defeated, 
or that, God had altered the plan of his 


government to gratify our ud and inordi- 


* 95 


nate affections, 


Let 


= PP in which; it works be moſt advanta- . 

geous for our friends, or ourſelves, to be 

taken away, and when a longer continuance 
here would not really be attended with any 

_ ſuperior benefits. It is eaſy, perhaps, for 

us to fancy, if we let affection and imagina- 
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"Lev this) therefore, be fix d as an inva2 5 
ruble principle, that what God has been 
pleas'd to do is juſt what we ſhould wiſh to 
de done, if we could have been permitted 
to look into the counſels of his wiſdom, 
and could have ſeen the deſigns of his 
righteouſneſs and goodneſs; and, therefore; 
2? if we are not ſatisfied with his diſpenſations, 
it ĩs becauſe we are ignorant of his perfect 
E views, weak and defective in our faith in 
him, or unaccuſtomed to yield him that 
| homage which the Creator may demand 
from his creatures. We proceed to obſerve, * 


FourT We That ben ; Job had thus 
acknowileged the divine agency in his mer- 
/ cies and afflictions, he then lifted up his 
: foul in an holy exerciſe of fervent and grate- 
ful homage, ſaying, Bleſſed by the name of 
the Lord. And thus the view hete given us. 
ol his temper and conduct is compleated. 
'' © This excellent man ſeems to have been 
well acquainted with the ſpirit, though not 
with the words of that apoſtolic precept, In 
every thing give thanks: for this is the 
will of God concerning you. He did not 
_ confine his praiſes to what he enjoyed, but 
3 5 . 


1 46 3 
extended * to. what he endured,. . 1. 


not bleſs God for their comforts, but this 
pious 1 ſufferer could adore him for his afflig 


tions. Like the Pfalmiſt he was deter- 5 


mined to bleſs the Lord at all times, in the 
: darkeſt as well as brighteſt ſcenes, and that 


iu 8 

And now, my Chriſtian friends, you. who 
5 are ſo tenderly affected by this awful, and 
in ſome reſpects, unſrarchable Providence. 


and who have ſo much reaſon to ſay, The 


Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken away ; 


I truſt you will alſo, on this melancholy 


occaſion, be enabled to .accompany Job 
through the whole. of his excellent cha- 
racer, and with him to bleſs the name of the 
Lord. Your trials are great, they are truly 
inexpreſſible; but they are not greater than 
have been humbly ſubmitted to by God's 
| holy and excellent ſervants. It is, indeed, 


hard to bring the mind to the temper God 
requires, and which this text exhibits ;. but 


| his grace is ſufficient for you, his ſtrength 
will be made perfect in weakneſs. He 


can 


Phſſed he 1 the name * the pms of Many will 


his * ſhould be continually | in his 


191. 
can enable you to do what you migbe have 


thought inipoſhble. He cart give you to ex- 
perichice the trath of that promiſe; As your: 


1 day is, your ſtrength ſhall be. In ſhort, 


Z however diſtrefſing your ſituation is, it is 
; improveable to the nobleſt l wh 5 
| Virtüe, and even joy. 
It now calls you to one of the h ghet 
exerciſes of ſubmiſſion and devotion to the 
Deity that can well be expected from man- 
kind; it gives you an opportunity of mak · 
ing a great and trying ſacrifice of your wills, 
 defires, | and affections, to the unerring will 


of God; and it will be a moſt acceptable 


effort of duty to him, as Abraham's was, 
when he gave up his only ſon whom he 
loved, at the command of his Maker; in 
recompence for which fignala@-of his faith 
and obedience, the largeſt ſhare of tem- 
e and ſpiritual ONE" pra 228 

im. 

Let me then, my friends, intreat you to 
 fummon all your powers, and to call in the 
aids of reaſon and religion, that you may 
bleſs the name of the Lord. 

And, ſurely, you have cauſe to 40 ſo. 
Bereaved as you are of great and invaluable 
enjoy. 


f praiſes with your ſorrows. 


a 


enjoyments, and though ſome of you hs) | 
ſpecting theſe tender connexions) may al- 

moſt ſay with Job, Naked came I into the 

world, and naked ſhall I leave it: yet you 
are by no means reduced to his circum- 
ſtances; you have ſuffered much, but you _ 
are not ſtripped of all; as to outward eaſe 
and affluence, you may ſtill be the envy of ß 
multitudes, you have ten thouſand mercies 
remaining which call upon you to mingle 


\ Bleſs God that you ever poſſeſſed thoſe 
comforts the loſs of which you now mourn; 
here you have been greatly diſtinguiſhed ; 
as to many, the connexions which ſhould 

yield them their higheſt ſatisfaction, give 
them their keeneſt diſtreſſes, their enemies 
are thoſe of their own houſehold ; your de- 
parted relatives were your delight. True, 
God has taken away the deſire of your eyes 
with a ſtroke; but he made them what 
they were, amiable, endearing, ineſtimable! 
and what rendered them ſo dear to you, 
made them at the ſame time fit to leave 
your ſociety for that of the bleſſed, to enter 
upon, and ſupport immortal friendſhips. 
Tou are, however, happy in having been 
5 in- 


t-) 

| inriched with ſuch friends, and ſuch children 
for a time; in having accompanied them in 
their paſſage through this life; and aſſiſted 
in training them to knowledge and virtue, 
to the love of God and the joys of heaven. 
What would thouſands give if they had fo 
much to loſe as you have parted with ? 
How thankful would multitudes be, when 
called to mourn over their dead, if they had 
ſuch proſpects before them as you are fa- 
voured with? You have not a doubt but 
your friends are happy, unſpeakably, incon- 
ceivably happy. That the Lord who has 
taken them from you, has taken them to 
himſelf. You have the ſorrows of nature 
to ſtruggle with in all their tenderneſs and 
force, but you have the nobleſt ſupports of 
religion to aid you, and in time, I truſt, reli- 
gion will prevail over nature, and your ſor- 
rows will be turned into joy. Fhere is not 
a reviving conſideration that ever faith ſug- 
geſted, or hope inſpired, but is or may be 
yours. The warmeſt wiſh which pious 
friends can feel for each other is now ac- 
compliſhed in thoſe you loved. There is 
nothing on earth (except it be to ſerve God 
and our fellow creatures, and improve our 
RES minds 


minds.:in; real goodnels) which if, worth 
living for, worth a, moments competition 
wich what they are gone ta. poſiefs, With 

teſpect to them, your labours, hopes, hs : 
Prayers; are crowned and anſwered. 
They were ornaments to their religions 
profeſſion; Chriſtians rather of the primi- 
_ hive than modern ſpirit. They were con: 
ſtant, ſerious, and devout, in their attend 
ance on public worſhip, ſo as really to im: 


| prove, the ſeriquſneſs and animate. the de: 


votion of others. They were. ſteady and 
exemplary in their. regard ta that peculias 
inſtitution. of the Goſpel, which it is the c 
cuſtom and the reproach of this age ſo com: 
monly to neglect. Even thoſe of them 
who were young, were not conformed tg 
the follies and vanities of this world; they 
were not ſeduced by the faſhionable taſte for 
diſſipation and pleaſure. It was truly de- 
lightfa] to ſee ſuch young perſons entering 
upon life together, and becoming the heads 
bf a family, with the deliberate. and noble : 
teſolution, that whateyer others did, as for 
them and their houſe they would ſerve the 
Lord. What flattering expectations did 
ſuch virtue and piety give birth to? They 


were 
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ee ſome of de keper er At religious 


ſociety for future years; but the Lord Ratir 
taken them away; and they have left a pains 


ful vacancy amongſt us which will be long 
= felt, felt every fabbath, and erery ſacras 


ment; and T am afraid not ſoon repaired; 


They were the joy and pride of thoſe” cons 
nected with them. They were ripe for 
55 heaven at à time when others have ſcarce 


begun to think of it: but alas! (ſuch i is the 


lot of mortality) thoſe very "virtues and 


Sraces which made their continuance with 


us ſo defirable, contributed to make it 6 

mort. They were all removed by a fad- 
den, an awful, yet on the whole an eaſy 
diſſolution; and where the diſorder permits 


ted the right uſe of the mental powers, by 


a moſt tranquil; yea triumphant change, ſo 
as to leave impreffions of gratitude and joy 


on the hearts of ſurviving relatives which 


all their ſorrows eannot ſuppreſs, which 
time can never efface, which will remain 


till the happy moment of their meeting 
again, to congratulate each other, and re- 
Joice together through eternity. 8 
O that young perſons in general, eſpe- 
cially the youth of this congregation, might 
be benefitted by this ſolemn event, this loud 
and 


; to do: what their hand findeth to be done 
with all their might: becauſe there is no 
wank, nor device, nor knowlege, nor wiſ⸗ 
dom in the grave whither we are going. 


. from the Almighty, 4 


May they feel. the force of ſuch rare. and 


amiable examples ; 3 devote themſelves early 
to God, and join themſelves with his church 
as theſe young perſons did; may others be 


ambitious to fill up their deſerted places 
not only in God's houſe, but at his table z 
and like them be prepared for an honour- 
able life, or a glorious death, as infinite 
wiſdom ſhall determine. 
To conclude: May the loſs of our 1 
abate our attachments to this vain world; 


raiſe our hearts and affections to a better; 


| quicken us to get ready for an happy meet- 


ing, and an inſeparable union with thoſe we 
loved: may the uncertainty of all human 
alliances teach us to cultivate an indiſſo- 
luble friendſhip with our heavenly Father 


through Jeſus Chriſt; and in the remaining 
periods © of our abode here, whether he ſhall 


be pleaſed to give or take away, may we be 


enabled, in the true ſpirit of this text, to 


Re 


bleſs the name of the Lord. RET 
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